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Starting point of the project 1/2 
 

The idea of an innovation cluster in Turin devoted to energy and 

environment was born in 2008, in the context of the ñPiano Territoriale 

Integratoò named òEnergy sustainability as development factor: a plan 

for Torinoó, a planning action carried out by the town government 

concerning economical development, environmental sustainability and social 

cooperation at the regional scale. 

The cluster (a group of independent undertakings: innovative start-ups, 

small, medium and large enterprises as well as research organizations) was 

originally designed to stimulate innovative activity by promoting intensive 

interactions, sharing of facilities and exchange of knowledge and expertise 

and by contributing effectively to technology transfer, networking and 

information dissemination among the undertakings in the cluster (Community 

framework for state aid for research, development and innovation 2006/C 

323/01). 
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The Turin Energy Cluster was originally designed as a system of 

locations, actors and relations in order to develop the market of energy 

efficiency and renewable energy sources by a network in which various 

subjects were involved: 

- Politecnico di Torino 

- Università di Torino 

- I3P Politecnico di Torino 

- Incubator Università di Torino 

- Environment Park 

polarized in 2 different locations: 

Å Polito Energy Center (Cittadella Politecnica) 

Å Energy Park (Parco Dora) 





The Energy Center 1/4 

During the formulation of the strategic plan, the two different locations 

became only one (Cittadella Politecnica). 
 

A preliminary design of the area and of the building hosting the Energy 

Center was carried out by the P&CM Office of the Politecnico di Torino at the 

beginning of 2011.  
 

The plan of the building was associated to a feasibility study carried out by 

Finpiemonte, the finance company of Regione Piemonte. 

The mission of the Energy Center was detailed in  

Å supporting the R&D&I system at regional level (universities, regional 

innovation center, private research centers) 

Å developing skills and knowledge already present in the regional area 

Å increasing the access to market of clean and smart energy technologies 

Å increasing facilities and services for R&D&I activities 



In the feasibility study (March 2011) the «new» Energy Center was 

described as a competence center in the field of clean & smart  energy 

technologies and a place for technological experimentation, in order to 

support the generation and development of projects and to disseminate the 

know-how among all scientific and economical subjects, at local and national 

level.  The functions of the building were described as follows: 

Å a multi-functional infrastructure mainly focused on the last phase of 

applied research (test of components and systems) 

Å a modular space with high flexibility to offer location services to small, 

medium and large enterprises as well as research organizations 

Å a test lab where SMEs can develop promising technologies 

Å a place for temporary incubation on innovative start-ups in the field of 

clean&smart energy technologies, in close connection with the incubator 

I3P (Politecnico di Torino). 
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The Energy Center 3/4 

The project was approved by the Town Council in May 12, 2011.  
 

Regione Piemonte approved the project and communicated the 

availability of the funding on May 17, 2012. 
 

The P&CM Office of the Town of Turin was taking care of the building 

process and of the related tender.  
 

The executive design of the building was carried out by the P&CM 

Office of the Town of Turin and it was approved by the Town Council on 

November 27, 2012.  
 

The European tender will be launched in Spring 2013 and the end of 

the construction is expected in Summer 2015. 
 

The estimated construction cost is 15,3 Mû. 
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The total investment is worth 19 Mû and it is financed by 

Å Regione Piemonte (14 Mú), by the fund for renovation of old industrial 

areas (POS-FESR funds 2007-2013) 

Å Compagnia di San Paolo (4 Mú) 

Å Fondazione Cassa di Risparmio di Torino (1 Mú), by the fund 

assigned to Politecnico di Torino for purchasing scientific equipment 
 

The life tenancy will be given to Politecnico di Torino. 

 

The Energy Center will be built on a brownfield, where the Westinghouse 

factory  was located; becoming part of a large process of urban renovation 

(Spina 2), close to Politecnico di Torino campus.  
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